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V.15
Is Naomi encouraging Ruth to return to worship other gods? _________.
1. It doesn’t say Orpah has gone to ____________________ other gods, or that Ruth should.
2. In this culture, this phrase was used to describe a ____________ or region.
3. Naomi’s God is __________________________.

VSS.16-17
4. Is Ruth staying with Naomi out of obligation, honor, or hesed? _____________________.
5. Ruth is not giving _______ service to Naomi’s God. She has _______________________ committed herself to him. Ruth’s God (Elohim) is _______________________________.

VSS. 18-19
6. Naomi’s responds w/silence. “She said” literally means “she ceased to ______________.”
7. “Stirred” (with excitement) = ________________ or _________________. 
8. “Is this Naomi?” is rhetorical, with an expected response of “yes.” Was Naomi’s response the expected response? _______________.

VSS. 20-21
9. What does “Naomi” mean? ____________. “Mara?” _________________
10. Who else can you think of that changed their names / had them changed in Scripture? 
__________________________________________________________________________
11. Four Reasons Naomi gives for calling her “Mara:”
      a.  The Almighty has dealt very __________________ with her. (c.f. Job 27:2)
      b.  YAHWEH has made her life _________________. (emphasis on FULL & EMPTY)
      c.  YAWHEH ___________________ against her. (“court” talk, c.f. Job 9:32)
      d.  The Almighty has _____________________ her. (“brought calamities”)

VS. 22
12. Transition verse. Think ahead: Why might it be significant that it the barley harvest had just arrived? ____________________________________________________________

Application – Who am I when bitter times come?
When you face bitter experiences, remember:
1. My identity is not found in _____________________ (15)
2. My identity is not found in _____________________ (15, 18+)
3. My identity is not found in _____________________ (19-22)
4. My identity is found in ________________________ (16-17)

Notes_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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