Paul the Prisoner before Felix
Standing in Judgment before God and Man
Part 3: Acts 24:18b-27

A. The Accusation: Paul’s accusers stand guilty, bringing false charges against him (1-9).
Captatio Benevelentiae (honorary address to the presiding judge)
Tertullus drowns Felix in hypocritic flattery in hopes of gaining favor.
Accusations / Charges
1. “Paul is an insurrectionist who spreads his trouble everywhere” (5a).
2. “Paul is a leader of a heretical unauthorized cult” (5b).
3. “Paul tried to defile what we consider holy” (6).

B. The Defense: Paul stands innocent of all charges before God & man (11-21).
Captatio Benevelentiae
Paul addresses the governor respectfully and truthfully.
Paul’s defense
1. “I am not a troublemaking insurrectionist. Rather, I am a peaceful worshipper” (11-13).
2. “I am not a leader of a heretical cult. Rather, I am a servant of the One True God of the Jewish nation, and one who believes ALL His Word” (14-16).
3. “I am not a sacrilegious defiler. Rather, I bring before God a true and pure sacrifice” (17-18a).

4. “My _______ accusers aren’t ____________ to testify against me” (18b-19).

5. “My ______________ accusers have no ________ case against me” (20).

6. “This is a matter of _____________, not Roman _________________” (21).

C. The Verdict: Felix stands ______________ of _________________ what he should do __________ (22-27).

1. Rather than setting Paul __________ as he knows he _____________, Felix delays his verdict with an _____________________ (22).

2. Rather than being set _________________ free by responding in faith to the ___________________ of the Spirit and the Gospel, Felix delays his response by choosing to hope in ________________ treasure. (23-26a).

3. Rather than heeding the repeated words of God’s ________________, Felix fears ______ and ________ as opportunity ____________ him by (26b-27). 
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A. The Accusation: Paul’s accusers stand guilty, bringing false charges against him (1-9).
Captatio Benevelentiae (honorary address to the presiding judge)
Tertullus drowns Felix in hypocritic flattery in hopes of gaining favor.
Accusations / Charges
1. “Paul is an insurrectionist who spreads his trouble everywhere” (5a).
2. “Paul is a leader of a heretical unauthorized cult” (5b).
3. “Paul tried to defile what we consider holy” (6).

B. The Defense: Paul stands innocent of all charges before God & man (11-21).
Captatio Benevelentiae
Paul addresses the governor respectfully and truthfully.
Paul’s defense
1. “I am not a troublemaking insurrectionist. Rather, I am a peaceful worshipper” (11-13).
2. “I am not a leader of a heretical cult. Rather, I am a servant of the One True God of the Jewish nation, and one who believes ALL His Word” (14-16).
3. “I am not a sacrilegious defiler. Rather, I bring before God a true and pure sacrifice” (17-18a).

4. “My _______ accusers aren’t ____________ to testify against me” (18b-19).

5. “My ______________ accusers have no ________ case against me” (20).

6. “This is a matter of _____________, not Roman _________________” (21).

C. The Verdict: Felix stands ______________ of _________________ what he should do __________ (22-27).

1. Rather than setting Paul __________ as he knows he _____________, Felix delays his verdict with an _____________________ (22).

2. Rather than being set _________________ free by responding in faith to the ___________________ of the Spirit and the Gospel, Felix delays his response by choosing to hope in ________________ treasure. (23-26a).

3. Rather than heeding the repeated words of God’s ________________, Felix fears ______ and ________ as opportunity ____________ him by (26b-27). 
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